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MANTHOR HAD DEMANDED MY 
LIFE IN EXCHANGE FOR THOR- 
GALS." |'0 ACCEPTED THE TRADE, 
ANO NOW THAT MY FATHER WAS 
ALIVE AND WELL ANO FINALLY 
ABLE TO LIVE A PEACEFUL LIFE 
WITH HIS FAMILY, | HAO TO KEEP 
THE PROMISE I'D MADE. 


ANO HOME | LEFT THAT 
DAY. NO, | KNEW THAT, 
ABOVE ALL, | WAS LEAVING 
CHILOHOOD FOR GOOD. 


LEAVE YOUR 
PAST WHERE IT IS, 
SOLAN! 


HOW I’M GOING 
TO MISS THEM 
ALU 


COME, 
ANO RESOIN 
YOUR FUTURE! 


| KNEW 4OU’0 HONOUR 
OUR AGREEMENT. YOU 
ARE A YOUNG MAN OF 
YOUR WORD, SOLAN. 
YOUR FATHER CAN BE 
PROUO OF YOU. 


owe 


WHAT?” ... 
WAIT, THAT'S 
Me! 


IT'S YOUR CHILDHOOD 


SAYING GOODBYE TO YoU. Y 


GIVE IT YOUR THANKS, SOLAN. 


ARE TODAY. YET, THERE'S 
STILL A LONG WAY TO GO TO 
SECURE AN EXCEPTIONAL 
DESTINY. - 


¢ YOURS, SOLAN. THE FATE 
THAT COULD BE YOURS — ONE 
THAT HUMAN HISTORY WILL 
NEVER FORGET! 


eA 


A FATE NO 
ONE WOULD EVER 
FORGET?! 


ISN'T THAT EVERY MAN'S 
OREAMP TO ACHIEVE 
IMMORTALITY IN THE 
MEMORIES OF FUTURE 
GENERATIONS? 


ne THORGAL 
Bee WOULDN'T THINK J. 


LIKE THAT ... 


IT’S TIME TO FORGET YOUR FATHER A LITTLE, MY BOY. HE’S AGOOD \ 
MAN, YES, ANO BRAVE, BUT HE TOO BELONGS TO YOUR PAST. YOU f: 
\ MUST TAKE YOUR LIFE INTO YOUR OWN HANDS NOW. AND TO 00 4 

\__ 80, YOU MUST START BY LEARNING TO LISTEN TO YOURSELF. 


80? WHAT 00 YOU i |, SOLAN, SAY THAT 
THINK OF HAVING AN \ 4] |. | WOULD LOVE THAT, 
EXCEPTIONAL DESTINY? OF | S. @ hy MANTHOR! 
FULFILLING A MISSION THAT . es " 
WILL BENEFIT ALL MEN? 


= 


GOOD. IF THIS IS WHAT 
YOU WANT, THEN, | AM 
READY TO GIVE YOU THE 
MEANS TO REACH YOUR 
GOAL ... IF YOU MAKE IT 
TO MY HOME BEFORE 
THE SUN OF THE BETWIXT 
SETS TWICE. 


WHAT? ... YOU'RE | NEVER SAID 
NOT TAKING ME a. '0 OFFER AN 
WITH YOU? EXCEPTIONAL 
g DESTINY TO SUST 
ANYBOOY 


REMEMBER THIS, SOLAN: ONLY TWO GOOD LUCK, SOLAN. 
FEET CAN TREAD THE THRESHOLD OF MAKE GOOD USE OF ALL 
INITIATION. NOT TEN, OR EIGHT, OR YOUR SENSES. HURRY 
SIX, OR FOUR. NOT ONE. ONLY TWO. j UF, TOO — Lil NEVER 

- RUSH. 


I SAID THAT ONLY AN EXCEPTIONAL INOIVIOUAL 
COULD ACHIEVE IT ... ANO YOU'RE NOT THE ONLY 
ONE IN THE WORLD WITH UNUSUAL GIFTS. YOU 
WILL HAVE TO WALK A PATH FRAUGHT WITH 
DANGERS TO CONVINCE ME YOU'RE WORTHY 
OF BEING THE CHOSEN ONE. 


HELLO, SWEETIE. 
SOLAN ISN’T WITH 
YOuP 


NO. | THOUGHT THAT 
MAYBE HE'D GONE 
FISHING, BUT OUR BOAT 
IS STILL THERE. 


7 HE MUST HAVE 

GONE HUNTING. HIS 

BOW AND ARROW 
ARE GONE. 


SS af 
| OONT THINK SO. A FRIEN 


\). TOLD ME HE WASN'T IN THE 
: WOODS EITHER. 


WHAT OO YOU MEAN, Jez : SIT DOWN, AARICIA. 
THORGAL? WHERE'S j | SITOOWN, ALL OF 
) OUR SON? = sont YOU. | HAVE SOME- 
ae THING IMPORTANT 
TO TELL YOU. 


Y SOLAN IS ON A 


HUNT OF SORTS, 
YES. BUT NOT 
FOR GAME. 4 


= Tiyan 


ASSUMING | HAD CORRECTLY INTERPRETED 
MANTHOR’S WORDS, | HAD TO EXPECT | 
WOULO BE ENCOUNTERING OTHER MEN § 
ALSO TRYING TO REACH THE CASTLE. \ 


me 


IF THEY ALL KNEW AS | 

DIO THAT ONLY TWO FEET 
p\ficdj) WOULD BE ABLE TO STEP 
= = OVER THE THRESHOLD OF 
Also Wu THOUGH ... 


ww THEN) EACH OF THEM ) Wi 
MIGHT BE A BIGGER 
THREAT THAN ANY 
DANGER THE FOREST 
COULD HIDE. 


ie 


THE STRUGGLE FOR 

SURVIVAL WOULD MOST 

LIKELY NOT BE LIMITED TO 
Tl FORAGING 5 


¥ COME ON, SOLAN! 


THIS IS A STROKE OF 
LUCK, ANO THERE'S 
NO TIME TO LOSE. 
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HOLO ON, THOUGH 
»» REMEMBER 
MANTHOR’S ADVICE: 


WELL, ANO HURRY 
WITHOUT RUSHING ... 


EVERYTHING 


IS QUIET. WHAT 


BE LURKING? 


‘ 


os 3 ; Be 2 = (3 NO! NO! 
THIS BOAT LOOKS BATTERED, BUT AT k ; zh w UNDERSTANDING | DON’T WANT TO 
LEAST IT DOESN'T SEEM TO TAKE ON : ANO LEARNING FAST ate .. STAY AWAY! 
\ WATER. DIO MANTHOR TRY TO TEACH ME ; # =| ARE VITAL HERE! Hate ! 
A eee ON NOT TRUSTING APPEAR- : : 
Cc 


4OU, OVER THERE! VERE 7M COMING! TRY TO 

HELP! COME MOVE AS LITTLE AS 

QUICKLY! Ly AAAH! I'M 
suenida f = wale uel 
OF MONSTERS! Sal | | : tie D, adie 
HURRY! — Sar ! al me 


AAAAAH! MY FOOT! 


THOSE MONSTERS ATE 
\ MY FOOT! 
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| O10. | HEARD 

HIM GET UP. | SAID 

ANO NO ONE HEARD GOODBYE TO HIM 
HIM LEAVE ... mb ON BEHALF OF 
OUR FAMILY. 


. LAST Wight WAS THE 
FULL MOON. $0, JOLAN 
KEPT TO HIS WORD, ANDO 
HE LEFT TO SOIN THE} 
MASTER OF THE BETWIXT. / 


YOU ... YOU HEARD RY =| HATE YOU! AND 
A HIM AND... AND YOU aaa ar | HATE SOLAN TOO! 
LET HIM GO? i ie 
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WHAT ABOUT THIS 
MANTHOR? ARE YOU 
SURE HE OOESN’T MEA\ 
HIM ANY HARM? 


OUR SON IS ALMOST A MAN NOW, YOU 
KNOW. HE SHOWED GREAT COURAGE 
WHEN HE OFFERED HIS LIFE TO SAV! 
MINE, BUT | THINK THAT COURAGE 
MIGHT HAVE FAILED HIM IN SAYING & 
GOOOBHE TO YOU. HE LOVES a 
US SO MUCH. : 
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IF YOU’O WOKEN ME UP, 
| WOULON’T HAVE LET 

HIM GO TO THE BETWIXT 
oe NOw IT’S TOO 


I THINK MANTHOR RESPECTS 
SOLAN VERY MUCH. | OON’T KNOW 


_/ HIS ULTIMATE PLANS, BUT | BELIEVE HE 
GENUINELY WANTS TO PREPARE OUR 


SON FOR AN IMPORTANT TASK. 


: 3 nat 
aK \ Z Cc c 
yi THE BOY I'D SAVED IN THE 4 BLEEDING. I'M IMPRESSED 
Re Tee ae re eon gone 2 pl Pda lolle Ae ce NOT BY HOW WELL YOU CAN 
. . “6 HOW IT. HE MUST HAVE BEEN WITHSTAND PAIN, YOU 
| DISTANT LANO IN THE SOUTH. : ho VE 
Ms ae ae aly NS 


a -Z? 


vewense OF Eee f4. aon 
eee WHAT A.. : F -7_ ANO con \ 
VERY PROUC. on | HEAVENS, WHAT | M\\NiFos: S| IV THOSE PEOPLE 
: SORT OF BARBARIC | ay 
LANO ARE YOU 


Ae 
of 
NORTHLANO — |. : - 
THE LANO OF [; OH, YES. MY 


VIKINGS! Coll MOTHER'S A PRIN- 
} CESS, ACTUALLY! 4 


MED 
OH! YOU'RE THE 
SON OF APRIN- 2 
CESS? AND YOUR 
FATHER— 
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BY WHAT MIRACLE } 
15 YOUR BOAT 
STAYING STILLP 


SOLAN! PUSH OUR 


BOAT AWAY! HURRY! | 


THAT'S ONE LESS 


WHEN | SAW DRAY FOR THE FIRST \ 3 
TIME, | KNEW INSTINCTIVELY THAT 

HE WASN'T LIKE ANY OTHER 

BOY MY AGE. 


THE PROW IS STUCK IN A SANO- 
BANK. | CANNOT GET IT OUT WITHOUT 
SETTING FOOT IN THE RIVER TO |e 
PULL IT OUT — AND AS YOU MAY Fy 
HAVE NOTICED, THAT WOULD | 
BE A DANGEROUS 
PROPOSITION ... 
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: SOME WELCOME! 
SUCH COURTESY FROM 

3 SOMEONE ... WHO LOOKS 
UKE HE RECENTLY NEED- 
ED HELP HIMSELF. 


Wi} IT WAS OBVIOUS THOSE 
TWO WOULD HAVE TROUBLE 

EVER GETTING ALONG. (% 

WHY DIO FATE SEE FIT TO 

| BRING THEM TOGETHER 

ON MY BOAT? 


FORTUNATELY, ORAY ABANDONED } 
THE IDEA OF THROWING ARLAC TO 
OUR WATER-OWELLING FRIENDS 
ALL WE COULD 00 WAS CONTINUE } 
OOWN THE RIVER, LOOKING FOR A 
PROMISING SPOT TO OISEMBARK 
ANO RESUME OUR JOURNEY 


| TOWAROS MANTHOR’S CASTLE. 
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HA! HA! HAL THAT 
TIMOROUS QUAVER 
IN YOUR VOICE IS 
IRRESISTIBLE, MY mn 
sh. HANOSOME CRIPPLE! J 


HAIL! | AM INGVILD. YOU'RE CRAZY TO HAVE Soe WE PASSED 
| GUESS YOU'RE THE TRAVELLED OOWN THE RIVER! LO * UNOER IT. I'LL 
OTHER PRETENDERS DION'T YOU SEE THE SAWS ON ADMIT IT WAS 
TO INITIATION. THE LOVELY LITTLE FISH THAT VERY CLEVER 


TEEM IN IT? | CHOSE TO MAKE _, OF YOU. 


MY OWN BRIDGE INSTEAD. 


SINCE THE FOUR OF US HAVE iy th WISE?! THAT 

MADE IT PAST THAT FIRST is REMAINS TO BE 

TRIAL, | SUGGEST WE FINO Vegas oi L SEEN! I'LL TELL YOU 

) SHELTER FOR THE NIGHT AND fe i ip . B& BIGHT NOW: | OON'T 
DECIDE IF WE'LL COOPERATE [me | TRUST ANY OF YOU. 

WITH ONE ANOTHER ... f Zi } 

FROM TOMORROW ON. 


THERE'S ANOTHER BOAT 
BESIDES OURS ON THE BANK. 
ANO IF IT ISN’T INGVILO’S, 
Dy THEN THAT MEANS THERE'S 
{  AFIFTH PRETENDER WHO 
= HASN'T SHOWN HIMSELF YET. 
S| UNTIL WE MEET HIM, | THINK 
Pi IT'O BE IN ALL OUR if 
INTERESTS TO STAND A} 
= UNITED i} 
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OH, DAO! I'M 

SORRY | SAID 

THOSE NASTY 
THINGS! 


ty 


THORGAL? |... | 
WANT TO TELL YOU 
SOMETHING. 


Berne | fe ; 
| KNOW. MUM EXPLAINEO THAT 


THEY WEREN'T TRUE! (= 
| OON'T HATE YOU, ANO KNOW, SWeeT- _ORIVES THOSE WHO LOVE EACH OTHER APART, BE IT SOLAN HAD TO BE AWAY FROM US 
| LOVE SOLAN VERY HEART. | KNOW, BECAUSE ONE FEELS THE NEED FOR INDEPENDENCE, FOR AWHILE SO HE COULD BECOME 
MUCH TOO. | SUST [MISS HIM TOO. OR EVEN BECAUSE OF DEATH. THAT'S HOW A GROWNHP LIKE YOU. 

F __ (718, SWEETHEART. 


| SEE YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
ALREADY, YOUR 
MUMMY FOUND 
THE RIGHT 
WORDS. 


NE ae 


YOU'LL SEE! |, \ 
b/ TOO, WILL BECOME 
AGROWN-UP. 4 
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80, THERE WILL 
BE TWO WOMEN 
IN THE FAMILY, 

NOW. 


I'M WORRIED 
ABOUT SOLAN. 


AARICIA, YOU TOLD WOLFCUB YOURSELF — ANO QUITE 
WELL AT THAT: SOLAN IS ONLY GOING TO BE AWAY FROM 
US TEMPORARILY. ONE DAY, THANKS TO MANTHOR, 
IT WILL BE A MAN WHO RETURNS TO US. A MAN ABLE 
TO STAND ON HIS OWN TWO FEET AND OF WHOM WE 
WILL MOST CERTAINLY BE PROUD. 


z 


WHAT GIVES YOU SUCH 
CONFIDENCE IN THIS MANTHOR, 
THOUGH? ACCORDING TO VIGRIO*, 
HE'S HATED ALL GODS EVER SINCE 
ODIN EXILEO HIS MOTHER AND 
SMOTE HIS FATHER. WHAT IF HE 
BRINGS THEIR WRATH UPON 
OUR SON'S HEAD? 


HAVE FAITH, MY BELOVED. DON’T 
FORGET THAT MANTHOR SAVED 
MY LIFE. WHY WOULD HE WANT TO 
HARM SOLAN? NO, CAST ASIDE 
THESE DARK THOUGHTS AND 
LET'S GO HOME TO OUR SOON- 
TO-BE-A-WOMAN OAUGHTER 
ANO HER LITTLE BROTHER. 


eg 


YOU'RE 
PROBABLY 
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THE MONSTER STANDING 
BEFORE US SEEMED TO HAVE 

w) SPRUNG OUT OF THE GROUND 
AS IF BY MAGIC. HE BARREO 
THE ONLY PATH AWAY FROM 
THE BEACH, THOUGH, AND IT 
WAS CLEAR THERE WAS NO 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO FIGHT 

| THROUGH. 


aw 


~ WHAT?! THAT 


INGVILO! 


SINCE THERE’S NO 
OTHER CHOICE .. 


INGVILO! ARI 


|... | THINK I’M 
ALL RIGHT. 


As 


w» WHICH CLEARLY 
SEEMS TO MEAN 


4£L4 
LOOK! 1'S NOT 
YOU HURT? ‘s MOVING ANY 
2 ‘ MORE i 
Oe 


AB 


‘WHO'S NEXT?’ ... 


we 


NO! YOU SAW HOW STRONG IT IS. 
THERE’S NO POINT IN GOING ONE 
AT A TIME. ONLY TOGETHER WILL 
WE BE ABLE TO DEFEAT IT — AND 
NOT BY ATTACKING WILLY- 
NILLY EITHER ... 

7 Sr 
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| WE HAD TO 
2 FINO A PLAN — 


QUICKLY 


OUR TACTIC WAS ACTUALL! 
: RATHER STRAIGHTFORWARD. 
| COORDINATING EVERY- 
ONE’S ACTIONS. 


CONES 


Id. TO FORCE IT TO | 
CHANGE ITS FACE |, 


AS SKILLED IN USING 
ROPES AS SHE WAS 


nies aT 


NS 
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WHILE IT PROBABLY WASNT J= 
THE BRAVEST OF ASSAULTS. 


WELL DONE, ). | / ; 
INGVILO! apes WELL STRUCK, 
- i am INDEED! 


HEY! LooK 
AT THAT! 


r, TOGETHER. ION'T GET MUC "4 WITH THE MONSTER 
, HELP FROM OUR FIFTH fo DESTROYED, WE WERE 


COMPANION ... FREE TO LOOK FOR 
J-> fz é FOOD ANO SHELTER 
FOR THE NIGHT. 


30, IF I'VE GOT THIS RIGHT, EACH 
OF US WAS INVITED BY MANTHOR TO 
PREPARE FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY 
DESTINY ... PROVIDED WE REACH 
HIS CASTLE BEFORE THE SUN SETS 
TOMORROW. 


WE WERE ALL CHOSEN, OON'T FORGET THE MUD MONSTER, EITHER. 
YET HE MADE ITCLEAR NONE OF US COULD HAVE DEFEATED IT ALONE! 
TO EACH OF US THAT IT WAS ONLY TOGETHER THAT WE WERE ABLE 
ONLY TWO FEET COULD TO DEFEAT IT, ANO I'M CONVINCED THAT WAS 
TREAD THE THRESHOLD = EXACTLY THE LESSON TO LEARN. 
OF INITIATION. | OON’'T 
KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT 
THAT SOUNDS LIKE AN 
OPEN INVITATION TO 
KILL EACH OTHER. 


IF IT MAKES YOU 
FEEL BETTER, I'VE 
ONLY HAD ONE 
FOOT SINCE THE 
AGE OF TEN, YET 
MANTHOR STILL [SS d : y \ . ‘ 
INVITED ME TO eg seer : ‘ . \ ty oa ( “ 
SOIN HIM. ! ; Ee Og . a, s | AGREE. LET'S 
BS \ ( ee AN STICK TOGETHER. 
WE CAN ALWAYS 
FIGURE OUT WHAT 
TO 00 LATER... IF 
WE REACH THAT 
CASTLE ALIVE. 


YOU LOOK EXHAUSTED, 
BO4S! GET SOME SLEEP. 
ILL TAKE FIRST WATCH. 


$0, MY 
BELOVED, ARE 
YOU TRYING TO 
LEAVE WITHOUT 


THE WOMEN OF THE VILLAGE 
HAVE TAKEN TO SECRETLY 


I'M SORRY, THORGAL, BUT I'M TOO WORRIED. HOW OO 4OU Yum VISITING SOME SORT OF HEALER J 
YES, JOLAN MUST BECOME A MAN. 1 KNOW. PLAN ON CONG 


AARICIA, STOP! THIS IS CRAZY. YOU HAVE 
WHO MADE HER HOME IN THE \2 JQ IDEA WHO THAT WOMAN IS, ANO IN ANY 
BUT TO 00 $0, HE MUST BE ALIVE. | WANT THAT? _| FOREST WHILE WE WERE GONE. 
; TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THIS p 


THEY SAY SHE CAN SEE : il We ae GO TO THE BETWIXT. 
= THE PAST, AS WELL AS 
ie j a | THE FUTURE 


LEAVE ME BE, 
THORGAL! STAY 
WITH THE CHILOREN 
ANO LEAVE 

ME BE! 


- 


OON’T BE SO STUBBORN! AT 


LEAST LET ME GO WITH YOU 


I’M SORRY, BELOVED. MAHARA WILL (ORS , eye 


ONLY MEET WITH WOMEN. THEY SAY 
THAT THE MEN WHO TRIED TO SEE HER 


DION’T RETURN IN THE SAME SHAPE Jat 


IN WHICH THEY LEFT 


YOU AS MUCH 


\ AS | LOVE Me < 


CHILOREN. 


my =IFWE HURRY, THE Y 
CHILOREN WON’T— 
P) HMPFFI 
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ARLAC ... WAKE UP. 
I NEED TO TALK TO 
YOU ... 


LET'S LEAVE TOGETHER, 
ARLAC. YOUR EDUCATION AS 
A OUKE ANO MY MASTERY OF 

ARMS MAKE US AN INVINCIBLE 
TEAM. I'LL HELP YOU ALONG 
WHILE YOU HEAL, ANO ALSO... 

ALSO I'LL BE YOURS, 
ANO YOU— : 


WELL? HAVE 
RR YOU LOST YOUR 
Ns 


IN THE MIOOLE OF THE 
NIGHT?! CAN'T IT... WAIT 
UNTIL TOMORROW? 


NO. COME WITH 
ME QUIETLY. YOU 
WON'T REGRET IT. 


YOU SILLY GIRL! IT WOULD BE QUITE 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE SON OF A OUKE 
TO FALL FOR SOMEONE OF YOUR 
STATUS! FOR A ROLL IN THE HAY, 
PERHAPS, BUT EVEN THEN ... 

| PREFER TALLER GIRLS 

WITH BROADER HIPS. 


WHAT? ... SURELY YOU 
OEST. DIO YOU REALLY 
WAKE ME UP FOR THIS UN- 
NATURAL PROPOSITION?! 


HA! HA! HA! POOR LITTLE 
LAMB! YOU SHOULON’'T 
PLAY IF YOU'RE NOT 
PREPARED TO LOSE. 
LOOKS LIKE IT WAS 

A OAY FULL OF ALL 
MANNER OF LESSONS 
FOR YOU! HA! HA! HA! 


a a) hy a 1 


Allo SINCE at hor. THE 
p LY ONE THINKING OF 
FATHER WAS RIGHT. \ STRATEGIC ALLIANCES 


Hey REALLY ARE pote 
ALL THE SAME. «ff ee won eee 


NOT A WORD. GET UP 
QUIETLY ANO WALK WITHOUT 


UNLESS | MADE A MISTAKE, 
THIS IS WHERE THAT ‘CATS’ 
GLADE’ THE WOMEN OF THE 
VILLAGE TOLD ME ABOUT 
SHOULD BE. 


ENOUGH, MY PRETTIES! 
YOU'RE GOING TO 


BA FRIGHTEN OUR CHARM- J 


ING VISITOR ... 
. J 


4OU ... YOU MUST BE 
MAHARA. | WAS TOLD 
YOU COULD TELL ME 
THINGS. MY NAME IS— 


INGVILO! WAKE UP! é DISAPPEARED? YOU MEAN THEY 
ARLAC AND ORAY HAVE, er LEFT WITHOUT US. IF IT HAD BEEN 
DISAPPEARED! ct FOR ANY OTHER REASON, WE'D 
: ; HAVE HEARD THEM, OR THEY'D 
HAVE WOKEN US UP THEM- 


Gou age 60 waive! «ey ee 
REST ASSURED: THEY by 

FIRST OF ALL, 
WANT AN ExcePTIONAL WAM FIRST OF ALL 


WE NEEO TO FACE FACTS. 
OUR GUTLESS COMPANIONS HAVE 


: ual 


DESTINY JUST AS MUCH 
WHAT MANTHOR SAIO. Y] DESERTED US. WHICH | CONSIDER ANO, MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
Unease AS HOH 00, AND SINCE | ( secono, WeNeeO— /\ “A BLESSINIG IN THE SMARTEST. IF YOU STAY 
eae e NA Bee ee ACTUALLY .. FOR, I KNOW YOURE BY MY SIDE, WE'LL REACH 
Ie ltep aon THE STRONGEST, SOLAN. MANTHOR'S CASTLE. 
THEIR LIVES, vy 1 PRNCW.IT: 


TOO. |— 


OUR YOUNG CRIPPLEO OUKE 

PROBABLY CHOSE WHAT SEEMS LIKE \ 
THE SHORTEST ROUTE ANO HEADED } 
NORTH. WE MIGHT BE BETTER OFF 
AVOIDING HIM ... THAT WAY WE'LL 
GET IN FRONT OF HIM. | SUGGEST 
WE TAKE THE OTHER PATH. 


oe 
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THE SAO THING IS 
THAT YOU PROBABLY 


ACTED IN SUCHA , 


STUPID FASHION 


OON’T YOU FEEL BAD 
ABOUT ABANDONING 


SLOW DOWN, ORAY! 
CAN TELL YOU'VE BEEN 
WALKING FASTER AND 


(| OON’T EVEN THINK ABOUT IT, ORAY 
7} EVEN IF WE GO BACK, SOLAN 
ANO INGVILO WILL BE GONE. IT 

oye) ONLY MAKES SENSE TO CONTIN 
TOGETHER ... ANO MAKE THE 

BEST OF OUR HEAD START. 


THINK ABOUT IT. |... CAN 

ONLY WALK OW MY RIGHT 

why 010 }, FOOT, ANO YOU ONLY HAVE 
WOU DO 2, SOUR LEFT. IT'S A SIGN THAT 
1? WE'RE THE TWO CHOSEN) 
ONES WHOSE FEET CAN 
TREAD THE THRESHOLD OF 

\ INITIATION. REMEMBER? 


« a : WHEN MANTHOR CAME TO HIM TO DISCUSS 
ce aur. HOW MY FATE COULD BE EXCEPTIONAL IF 


SOLAN, WHEN HE SAVED steams me, | PROVEO WORTHY OF IT, MY FATHER OION’T 


YOUR LIFEP 


GIVE ME A CHOICE. | HAVE TO SUCCEED IF 
oS = | EVER WANT TO INHERIT HIS OUCHY! 


yo 


COURAGE, DESPITE HIS 


) PEASANT AIRS. BUT IM THE 


SON OF A DUKE! DON’T 
YOU UNDERSTANOP MY 
FATHER WOULD NEVER 
FORGIVE ME IF | FAILED! 


WHAT ABOUT YOU? WHY DID YOU Pai) a, 
AGREE TO RISK YOUR LIFE IN : 
THESE TRIALS? YOU MUST HAVE 

SOME REASON. HEY IM 4% 

TALKING TO YOU! 


IF YOU THINK I’M 
USED TO WALKING 
EVERYWHERE ... I’M 
INSUREO, TOO. YOU 
COULD HELP Me! =f 


| HOPE YOUR CONCEIT 
ANO SELFISHNESS 
WON'T LEAD US 
BOTH TO 
FAILURE. 


OF COURSE NOT! SUCH 

PESSIMISM! OF ALL THE 
CANDIDATES, WE TWO ARE §f 
THE BEST EDUCATED, MOST 

ASTUTE, ANO NOBLEST! 
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| HOPE $0 ... THOUGH 
I THINK A COUPLE OF 
STALWART FRIENOS ON 
TOP OF OUR EOUCATIONS 
WOULO HELP TO 
OEFEAT THAT. 


YOU CAME TO SEE ME — SO EVEN | WANT TO KNOW 
VIKING PRINCESSES GIVE CREDENCE _ WHAT WILL BECOME 
TO THE WOROS OF SEERS. WHAT WOULD OF MY SON JOLAN. 

YOU LIKE TO KNOW FROM THE PAST ; 

ANO THE FUTURE, AARICIAP 


HE WENT TO SOIN A MAN 


CALLED MANTHOR .... LET'S SAY THAT 


| KNOW OF HIM. 


MANTHOR?! 
THE MASTER OF 
\ THE BETWIXT? 


Wh 
fy >= 
y 
Se Pd aL 


TELL ME MORE, 
| BEG YOU! I'LL GIVE - 
YOU ANYTHING YOU fe 


I CAN CATCH GLIMPSES 
OF THE SKY BETWEEN 
THE FLAMES. THIS 
WALL OF FIRE CAN’T 
BE VERY THICK. | 


NOW'S THE TIME TO BE 

MORE CLEVER, INOEEO. THAT 
SHOULON’T BE TOO DIFFICULT 
FOR TWO BOYS AS WELL 
EDUCATED AS WE ARE, 
AM | RIGHT? 


MAYBE NOT, BUTI 
OON’T SEE EITHER 
OF US RUNNING 
THROUGH IT. 


SPARE ME YOUR 
SARCASM AND 
LET ME THINK. 
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PERFECT! 
I'll GO 
FIRST! 


BECAUSE I'M NOT GIVING UNBELIEVABLE! 
YOU A CHOICE, OBVIOUSLY! WHAT A LITTLE ... 
HURRY UP BEFORE THE LOG 
BURNS ... 
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ite-<- . 


ANO NOW, FOR- 
WARO, AS HARO 
AS WE CAN! 


ORAY! HELP! 
COUGH, COUGH 
we 'M STUCK! 


THE LAST TRIAL, 
| WAGER. NOT THAT 
IT SHOULD KEEP YOU 
FROM THANKING ME 
FOR SAVING YOU... 


WHAT? ... THAT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE! WHAT 
THE DEVIL IS THAT? 

= i ce 
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OH, HOW | WISH 


| COULD BE SURE 
YOU'0 OO THE SAME )= 


FOR ME... 


MY GOOD HEART WILL BE 
THE OEATH OF ME! HMPFI, 


STOP YOUR STUPID 
JOKES! COUGH ... THE ... 
THE LOG’S BURNING 


)\ BEHINO ME! HURRY! 


dee ©] WHILE | MAY NOT OBSECT 
YOU! YOU TO YOU KILLING HIM LATER, 
MISERABLE LET'S THINK ABOUT HOW 
\ RAT! I'M GOING : TO OVERCOME THE NEXT 
TO— CHALLENGE TOGETHER 
FIRST, ALL RIGHT? 


PS] WE HAVE NO IDEA. SHE 
WHO IS SHE?” OUMPED ONTO THE RAFT 
) FROM A BOULDER AT 
THE LAST SECOND. 


| BET SHE WAS THE ONE 


ON THE FIFTH BOAT. ALL THAT ff 


) ( WENCH DIO WAS PROFIT FROM 

: 2 OUR EFFORTS WITHOUT EVER 

3 HELPING US! WE SHOULD 
KILL HER RIGHT NOW. 
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SOLAN! 
INGVILO! 


FROM OUR CAMPSITE, THE PATH THAT LOOKED 
MORE DIFFICULT LED TO A RIVER. IT CAME TO 
OUST SHORT OF THE CLIFF BEFORE PLUNGING 
OOWN THROUGH THE ROCK TO CONTINUE ON 
TO THE SEA. WE BUILT A RAFT, THEN CAUSED 
A ROCKSLIDE TO DIVERT THE FLOW OVER THE 
FIRE WALL. WE LAUNCHED OURSELVES ONTO 
THE TORRENT ... ANO HERE WE ARE. 5 


We 


LET'S FIRST SEE WHAT PROBLEM 
WE MUST SOLVE NEXT. WHO KNOWS? 
MAYBE THAT CRAFTY GIRL WILL 
PROVE USEFUL AT LAST. 


UNLESS ONE OF US 
CAN FLY, | SUGGEST WE 
ATTACH THE RAFT TO 

THE CABLES THAT HELD 
THE OLO BRIOGE AND 
SLIDE DOWN TO THE 4 
ENTRANCE. 


THE SLOPE ISN'T 
STEEP ENOUGH. 


WE'LL STOP MOVING * 


ABOUT HALFWAY 
OOWN. 


AS SURE AS MY 
= { NAME IS XIA, | CAN! 


UNLESS WE MOOR A 
ROPE ON THE OTHER 
SIDE AND USE IT TO HAUL 
OURSELVES OVER 
THE LAST PART. 


A ROPE?! NOT 
EVEN MY FATHER 
COULD FIRE AN 
ARROW TRAILING 

A ROPE THAT 
FAR. 


THOUGH | ADMIT IT IS AVERY SPECIAL \ 
WEAPON THAT ALLOWS ME TO 00 SO 
— ONEIHIGHLY OOUBTYOUR _-. 
FATHER HAS. s 


WHILE | PREPARE THE MIRROR ¥ 5 ee a el / | LEARNED FROM A YOUNG 
OF TIME, TELL ME WHAT * | Lis ten = § GOD CALLED VIGRIO THAT 
YOU ALREAOY KNOW if | MANTHOR IS THE FRUIT OF 
OF MANTHOR. i THE UNION BETWEEN VILNYA, 

= 4 : d eek 7 *) A YOUNG GODDESS FROM 

; ASGARD, AND A MORTAL 

WITH WHOM SHE’O FALLEN 

MAOLS IN LOVE. 


[ “ane 


OOIN, APPARENTLY FURIOUS AT 
THE UNION, SMOTE THE FATHER 
ANO BANISHED THE MOTHER 
ANO HER CHILD FROM ASGARD, 
UPON WHICH THEY SOUGHT 
REFUGE IN THE BETWIXT. 


DEMI-GOD ON HIS MOTHER'S SIDE, ] ANO IT WAS IN EXCHANGE FOR 
HALF-HUMAN ON HIS FATHER’S, THE : THAT HEALING THAT MANTHOR 
CHILD, NAMED MANTHOR, GREW UP } DEMANDED YOUR SON SOIN 
LEARNING REO MAGIC — THE VERY | 3 HIM, IS THAT IT? 
POWER THAT ALLOWED HIM TO SAVE } ” 
THORGAL, MY HUSBAND, ATTHE «= fs / a 
REQUEST OF MY SON JOLAN. : 2 YES, ANO I’M 

; Te WORRIEO He’S IN 

GREAT DANGER. 


| OON’T KNOW IF YOUR SON IS IN : Wes COME ANDO SIT BY MY SIDE. THE 
OANGER, AARICIA, BUT | KNOW Batic Nee MIRROR OF TIME IS READY, ANO IT 
MANTHOR OION’T TAKE HIM IN) HANO MV : WILL SHOW YOU THE TRUE ORIGINS 
WITHOUT A SPECIFIC GOAL IN MINO. 3 OF MANTHOR. YOUNG VIGRIO DION’T 
THE QUESTION IS WHETHER THE eo ‘ 2 TELL YOU EVERYTHING ... FOR HE 
GOAL WILL PLACE SOLAN'S } j \ i < I ) PROBABLY DOESNT KNOW THE 
LIFE IN SEOPAROY ... Vip SS Bb” ; } AREER Sod WHOLE TRUTH HIMSELF. 


FIRST, YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT MANTHOR’S FATHER 
WAS AN EXTRAORDINARY MAN. HIS NAME WAS 
KAHANIEL, ANO HE WAS THE UNDISPUTED MASTER 
OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF RED MAGIC. ITWAS A 
LONG we AGO... 


KAHANIEL WAS THE MOST GIFTED 
AMONG US. NO ONE WOULD HAVE 
OAREO CHALLENGE HIS AUTHORITY. 
Ed BESIDES, NO ONE COULD HAVE 
4 STOOD AGAINST HIS POWERS. 


4 THE ONE HE HAD SET HIS SIGHTS ON WAS CALLED 
eee areuusste ap aun go a y pe| VILNYA. SHE WOULD OFTEN WANDER TO THE 
X SEARCHING FOR ABSOLUTE POWER. HE $ : ee LAKE NEAR THE BORDER WITH MIDGARD. YOUNG 
1 DECIDED TO ENTER ASGARD, REALM OF |i : 1 GODDESSES ARE SUPPOSED TO WEAR A SCARF 
THE GODS. TO DO THAT ... HE FIRST HAO Lag ) THAT PREVENTS THEM FROM HEARING HUMANS CALL 
TO SEDUCE A RATHER NAIVE YOUNG j : THEM... BUT THIS ONE LOVED HER REFLECTION IN) 
GO00ESS. i THE WATERS OF THE LAKE 100 MUCH. 


KAHANIEU’'S MAGIC CHANT WAS 
$0 ENTRANCING THAT VILNYA 
COULON’T RESIST HIS CALL 
OR THE TEMPTATION TO BREAK 
ONE OF ASGARD’S MOST 
SACRED LAWS: NEVER FALL 
IN LOVE WITH A HUMAN. 


SHE BEGAN TO GO TO HER 
LOVER MORE ANO MORE OFTEN 
— SECRETLY. AFTER A SHORT 
TIME, SHE BECAME PREGNANT 
BUT MANAGED TO HIDE IT FROM 
THE OTHER INHABITANTS OF 
ASGARD, CLAIMING A GROWING 
NEED FOR SOLITUDE. 


ON THE DAY THAT VILNYA FELT HER 
CHILO WOULD BE BORN, SHE SNEAKED 
OUT OF ASGARO ONCE MORE TO SOIN 
KAHANIEL. ANO SO YOUNG MANTHOR 
GAVE HIS FIRST CRIES UNDER THE 
MARVELLING EYES OF BOTH HIS 
PARENTS. AT THAT MOMENT, KAHANIEL 
STILL NAIVELY BELIEVED THAT HIS 
FATHERHOOD WOULD OPEN FOR HIM 
THE OOORS TO THE GOS’ KINGOOM ... 
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BUT THE CRIES OF THE CHILD WERE SO POWERFUL 
THAT THEY CAUGHT THE ATTENTION OF ODIN HIMSELF. 
DISCOVERING THAT THE LAW OF ASGARD HAD 
BEEN FLOUTED, HE SMOTE THE IMPHOENT HUMAN 
ON THE SPOT ANDO ENTOMBED HIM IN A PRISON 
OF ICE COVERING HIS BOOY. 


TO DISCOURAGE ANY OTHER HUMANS 
FROM DEFYING THE LAWS OF ASGARD, 
THE ALLFATHER LEFT KAHANIEL ON 
THE MIOGARO BORDER, HIS BACK 
FOREVER TURNED TO THE REALM 
HE HAD DESIRED SO MUCH. 


ANO KNOW, HOU FOOL, THAT i VILNA, TOO, WAS PUNISHED. WANTING TO 
SHOULO YOU ONE OAY BREAK 
PREG OF HOMR Ie CASKET, UO Ct ERE eR eR I 
YOUR LIFE WILL ENO ON | SENTENCED HER TO EXILE ALONG WITH HER 


THE SAME DAU! NEWBORN CHILD. 


FOR SOME UNKNOWN REASON, AS SHE 
WENT TO SAY ONE LAST GOODBYE TO HER 
UNFORTUNATE LOVER, THE GODDESS TOOK B ae—a—a"s—~ 
THE GREAT GRIMOIRE* OF REO MAGIC. (7a : WAS IT THANKS TO THAT BOOK? IN 
is ANY CASE, SHE MANAGED TO MAKE 
HER WAY INTO THE BETWIXT, SAFE 
FROM MEN ANO FROM OOIN'S WRATH. 
THERE SHE RAISED HER SON. 


“A BOOK OF MAGIC 5 SPELLS ANO INVOCATION. 
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YEARS WENT By, UNTIL THE DAY TWO 
YOUNG WOODCUTTERS WHO'D DRUNK 
TOO MUCH STAGGERED BY ASGARD 
LAKE ANO HAO FUN THROWING ROCKS 
AT THE STRANGE STATUE ... 


BACK TO HIS SECRET LAIR, WHERE (a 
HE PREPARED A REINCARNATION 
POTION. 


THe ane OUD eT 
& WORL UGH HIS NE 
MALE DESCENDANT WHEN THE CHILD NAT ec ose aie ee 
REACHED IO. FOR THAT TO HAPPEN, HE CAME ACROSS, A WOMAN 
THOUGH, HE NEEDED TO PROCREATE 1 || By THe NAME OF OLGAVE. HE 
~. BEFORE THE ENIO OF THE DAW! a) || Palo HER HANDOSOMELY 50 
= D) | | SHe’o Acree TO BEAR HIS 
|.) CHILD ANO PROMISE TO GIVE 
4 HIM HIS NAME. 


BEFORE DYING THAT NIGHT, KAHANIEL SENT AN INVITATION 
TO EVERY MEMBER OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF RED MAGIC. 
WHEN THEY ARRIVEO A FEW DAYS LATER, THEY FOUND ON 
THE BODY OF THEIR DECEASED MASTER A TESTAMENT THAT , —_ 
CONTAINED THE STORY | JUST TOLD YOU AND ASKED THEM iy / HAROTOTELL. Wo 
TO SCATTER UNTIL THE DAY HE WOULD RETURN. WN ATHE VISIONS ARE BLURRY. 0 

. - - # Ze] — | THERE ARE RUMOURS, 

_ OF COURSE ... 


AS FOR MANTHOR, HE LEARNED THE SECRETS OF REO 
MAGIC THROUGH THE GRIMOIRE VILNYA TOOK FROM 

KAHANIEL. HE GREW UP HATING THE GODS WHO CAST 
HIS MOTHER OUT, ANO IT IS SAID HE SWORE TO GET 

REVENGE ON THEM... IS THAT THE ENO TO WHICH 

HE WANTS TO USE SOLAN? 
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iB) WE HEARD THAT OLGAVE GAVE 


WHEN THE MOTHER BEGAN TO 
GROW OLDER, THAT BRUTE 
TURNED HIS ATTENTIONS 
TOWARDS THE DAUGHTER'S 
NASCENT CHARMS ... AND 
SHAMELESSLY ABUSED HER. 


IF THAT GIRL SURVIVED AND 
HAO A MALE CHILO OF HER OWN, 


ANY MORE. SHE STUCK A KNIFE IN HER ABUSER’S Ex ‘ i ey) oye pen REDON SOMEAHERE 


THROAT ANO RAN AWAY FROM HER VILLAGE FOR . : : 

GOOD. NO ONE EVER HEARD FROM HER AGAIN. % 10 SUMMON THE MEMBERS Oo 
NOR WERE ANY MEMBERS OF THE BROTHERHOOD : : HIS BROTHERHOOD? 

ABLE TO FINO ANY TRACE OF HER. : : Re 


WH ... WHAT O1O YOU SAY? 
( WHAT DID YOU CALL THIS 
) KAHANIEL? 


KAHANIEL OF VALNOR. 
WHYP DO YOU KNOW 
THE NAMEP 


THE DAUGHTER? OLG- 
AVE'S DAUGHTER? 00... 
00 YOU KNOW WHAT 
HER NAME WAS? 


LET ME SEE ... | THINK 

SHE WAS CALLED... © 

KRISS. YES, THAT'S f 
RIGHT: KRISS. 


THE 
ROPES ONE MORE 


( PERFECT. ALL WE HAVE TO \ 
DO NOW IS PUSH OUR RAFT , 


OVER THE CHASM. 


WE'RE READY. 
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FRIENOS — ANDO GOODBYE! 
MANTHOR MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT ONLY TWO FEET WOULD 
TREAD THE THRESHOLD OF 
INITIATION, ANO ... THEY'LL 
BE MINE! 


XIA! LISTEN! 
OON'T 00 THIS! 
WE CAN ONLY DO f 

THIS TOGE— 


THE ROCK SPIRE, THERE! 
{ WE'RE TOO LOW! SOLAN J 
\. IS GOING TO CRASH JS 
INTO IT! fe 


WHEN | SAW THE CARVING 
i OF TWO FEET IN THE STONE, 
THREEHOLD OF AMATION VE | |_ 
ESHOLI I We : 
KEPT TALKING ABOUT. ANYWAY, BY PUTTI NG MY 
| HAD NOTHING TO LOSE ... FEET ON IT! 


SOLAN! LIFT ) 
GOUR LEGS, 


QUICK! 


t 


HOWEVER, THE PATH THAT STRETCHES 
BEFORE YOU WILL BE FAR MORE DIFFICULT 
THAN WHAT YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED. ENDOY 
THE FEAST YOU WILL NOW BE SERVED, FOR 
TOMORROW AT OAWN THE INITIATION BEGINS. 


THERE! LOOK! 


WELCOME TO THE SANCTUM 


OF REO MAGIC. I'M PLEASED TO 


SEE THAT YOU SUCCESSFULLY 
COMPLETED THE TRIALS. 4+ 


|, SOLAN, DECIDE 

vw» THAT | WILL BE 

THE MASTER OF 
MY FATE! 


AMIRACLE, INDEEO. MANTHOR 
IS PROBABLY OFFERING YOU 
THIS GIFT TO REWARD YOU FOR 


YOUR INTEGRITY THROUGHOUT 


THE TRIALS ... 


«- UNLESS 

HE’S GIVING 
YOUR HEART A 
GOOD TWIST TO 
TEST YOU. WHO 
KNOWS? 


WATT, THAT'S ... WHAT 
MIRACLE IS THIS? ... 


IN THE ENO, IT'S UP TO 
YOU, SOLAN. YOU'RE 
FREE TO DECIDE HOW 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
LOOK AT YOUR LIFE. 
WHETHER YOU'LL 
MOPE ... OR HOPE. 


